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fectcd their plans for that armed uprising which, they felt,
alone could save the Revolution from the bourgeois in-
fluence of Kerensky and his fellow doctrinaires.

The first meetings on October 23 and 29 of Lenin with
his comrades were at Lesnoye, it still being too dangerous
for him to come to the capital. Here, to Trotsky, Zino-
viev, Stalin, Sverdlov, Kamenev, Dzerzhinsky, Kollontai,
Sokolnikov, and three others, Lenin declared that the time
had come to reap the harvest of propaganda which the
Bolshevik agitators had been sowing ever since the July
rising. Now was the moment for the Bolsheviks to seize
the power. There could be no further delay. It was now or
never.

All agreed save Kamenev and Zinoviev. They considered
the issue too great a gamble, too uncertain of success. They
preferred to wait until their programme and their exposure
of the Mcnsheviks and the Social Revolutionaries had
become more widely known to the masses. They feared a
repetition of the July days and the consequent success
of counter-revolutionary movements such as Kornilov's.

Failing to make their views prevail in the Central
Committee, they resigned on October 29 and took the
drastic step of attacking Lenin's policy in the non-party
paper, Novaya Zhizn (October 31). For this breach of faith,
Lenin branded " this little pair of comrades " as " strike-
breakers ", subjecting both them and their doctrines to
annihilating criticisms, and demanded their exclusion from
the party. This threat of excommunication was not enforced,
and both Kamenev and Zinoviev continued their opposition
to the policy of an armed uprising until the very eve of the
November Revolution, but they did not again carry their
dissension beyond the party circle.1

Meanwhile the Government, though declaring that they
were fully informed of the preparations of the Bolsheviks,
continued their plans for the forthcoming Allied Conference.
1 Lenin, Collected Works, xxi. Book 2, pp. 106-137, 325-341.